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ABOUT THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES: 
 
 
Cass Lake, Minnesota:  population 973 
 
Cass Lake  is located within the Leech Lake Reservation and the Chippewa National Forest.  Cass 
Lake area residents enjoy its natural beauty, friendly community, good schools and various civic, 
cultural and historic activities and facilities, ranging form local pow wows to museums and historical 
sites.   
 
The community of Cass Lake is the major population, education, economic and government center on 
the Leech Lake Reservation.  The city has a population of 923 residents, the Greater Cass Lake area 
2,341 people and the Leech Lake Reservation 11,801 people.  Major employers in the area are the 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Council, Independent School District #115, the US Forest Service, 
the consolidated Minnesota Chippewa Tribes, Teal's Super Value, Cass Forest Products, and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
 
Health care - Cass Lake Merit Care Clinic and Cass Lake Indian Hospital. 
 
 
Blackduck, Minnesota: population 2047   
Located near Blackduck Lake along the northwest edge of the Chippewa National Forest (just 25 miles 
north of Bemidji), Blackduck is known for its unique recreational opportunities and scenic attractions. 
Blackduck is also a wonderful place to raise a family! From great schools to great fishing, from quality 
healthcare to world class hunting, it’s the perfect place to settle down in northern Minnesota. 
 
 
Deer River, Minnesota:  population 934  
 
The Deer River Ranger District is located in Deer River, Minnesota with the closest larger city of Grand 
Rapids approximately 15 miles away. Deer River is at the gateway to the Chippewa National Forest 
and home of the world’s largest Wild Rice Festival.  Within minutes of the community are the largest 
white pine forests in northern Minnesota offering a retreat for hunters, hikers, campers, snowmobilers, 
and cross-country and downhill enthusiasts. The crystal clear water of glacial lakes and thousands of 
streams provides a pristine setting for swimming, boating, fishing, and other water activities.   
 
 
Walker, Minnesota:  population   950    
 
Walker is located on Leech Lake, the third largest lake in Minnesota.  This family community is a 
popular four-season vacationland for many visitors. Downtown Walker bustles with activity in the 
summer as vacationers, summer residents, and visitors enjoy the lakeside and downtown shopping.  
There’s always something going on in Walker, whether it’s the February International Eelpout  Festival 
or the Yikes!Bikes! Bike Tour in July.  Major employers are Northern Lights Casino, Ah Gwah Ching 
Center, Cass County and the Walker School District.  Combined communities offer educational 
opportunities for K-12.    
 
Health care facilities in the Walker area include Dakota Clinic and the Walker Merit Care Clinic.   
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